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Non-profit Organizations Promoting USA Social Justice
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) is a non-profit organization that was established in 1971 by several lawyers including Morris Dees and Joe Levin among others who were concerned with the difficulties, mess and the sad state that was experienced by the poor and the powerless individuals. Dee had experienced immediate and personal situations of devastating consequences of discrimination, unfairness, and prejudice and racial injustices (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2019). Dee decided to sell his successful publishing company and started practicing law to provide a voice to the oppressed and suppressed individuals. Dee, with his colleagues, started offering pro bono cases which resulted in admirable effects; for example, some of the lawsuits facilitated the abolishment of segregation of recreational facilities and. In 1971 SPLC was formally incorporated with Julian Bond becoming the first president.

Since its formation, SPLC has remained focused on its mission, which is promoting the welfare of the common citizens and the powerless individuals in society. The organization has achieved this by shutting down the country's known white supremacist groups through winning verdicts on behalf of its clients. Additionally, the organization has facilitated reforms in juvenile justice practices and has also overcome barriers that are experienced by different groups in the society such as women, children, and members of the LDBT community. SPLC has also been on the forefront in protecting the immigrant workers from being exploited. Through the provision of teaching tolerance programs, the organization has succeeded in promoting equitable school environments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Southern Poverty Law Center provides several programs and services; for example, in fighting hate the organization offers mentorship to hate groups and to extremists in different parts of the United States and it also exposes the activities of these groups to the public and law enforcement agencies. Some of the groups targeted by the organization include neo-Nazi movement, Ku Klux Klan, black separatists, among others. SPLC is following and trailing over 1600 extremist groups that are operating in different parts of American, and the information and intelligence obtained are shared with the law enforcers.
Additionally, SPLC also focused on educating the republic about tolerance. This is mainly done by partnering with other stakeholders such as teachers, administrators, practitioners, and counselors who interact with the children and the teenagers (Southern Poverty Law Center, 2019). The educators are expected to use the resource provided to supplement the curriculum, promote awareness, and create inclusive school communities where everyone feels valued and respected. Also, the organization honors the individuals who were killed during the civil rights movement; this appreciates the efforts that have been made by the country in promoting equality.
I feel that Southern Poverty Law Center plays a major role in promoting social justice in the United States; this is mainly because the organization is focused on addressing different issues that affected millions of people in the society. For example, the cases of discrimination based on race have been present in the United States for decades, and by addressing them, the organization shows that there is hope that these issues will one day be eliminated. I am also impressed with the strategies used by the organization in promoting inclusivity; SPLC focuses on the children who have little or no knowledge of discrimination hoping that when they grow up, they can change the socially contrasted views about people are different from them. Previously, I have not supported SPLC, but with the information gained about the organization in this chapter; I will join its email list-serve, and since SPLC depends on donations at the main source of income, I will be making contributions to support the organization’s initiatives in changing and improving the society.
References
Southern Poverty Law Center. (2019). Our History: A history of protecting society’s most vulnerable. Retrieved from https://www.splcenter.org/about-us/our-history
Southern Poverty Law Center. (2019). Teaching Tolerance: . Retrieved from https://www.splcenter.org/teaching-tolerance


